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1. 	 AXIS OIL POSITION. 

(C.C.S. 158) 
THE CObfBlNED CHIEFS O F  STAFF had b e f o r e  them a n o t e  b y  t h e  

Ass i s t an t  Chief  of B r i t i s h  $ir S ta f f  ( I n t e l l i g e n c e )  summarizing the l a b  
e s t  B r i t i s h  views on t h e  Axis o i l  p o s i t i o n  ( C . C . 3 .  158). 

SIZ CIIAXLES PORTAL s a i d  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  had f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  the 
g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c a l  importance of o i l  t a r g e t s  i n  Germany, b u t  fo r  t a c t i c a l  

r easons  t h e s e  were ex t r eme ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a t t a c k .  The most impor tan t  

t a r g e t s  were t h e  s y n t h e t i c  o i l  p l a n t s  and t h e  ilumanian o i l  r e f i n e r i e s .  
Unfortunately t h e  l a t t e r ,  from bases a t p r e s e n t  a v a i l a b l e ,  were a t  extreme 

range of our bombers; and he f e l t  t h a t  i t  would be  a mistake tomake l i g h t  

and s p o r a d i c  a t t a c k s  on P l o e s t i ,  which would do l i t t l e  harm and on ly  

r e s u l t  i n  an i n c r e a s e  of the German a i r  defenses .  I t  would b e  b e t t e r  t o  
wai t  u n t i l  w e  had the  Turkish a i r  bases before  s t a r t i n g  our a t t a c k s .  The 

s y n t h e t i c  o i l  p l a n t s  were i n  the  Ruhr and e l sewhere ,  bu t  they  were ve ry  

small t a r g e t s  which needed p rec i s ion  bombing t o  put  out  o f a c t i o n .  Recent 

developments  i n  r a d i o  n a v i g a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  chances  of s u c c e s s  on 

these  t a r g e t s ,  and g r e a t  hopes were placed on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of dayli .ght 

p r e c i s i o n  bombing by t h e  U .  S. Air Forces .  When a s u f f i c i e n t  f o r c e  had 

been b u i l t  up i n  a few months '  t ime ,  i t  might be  p o s s i b l e  t o  resume 

a t t a c k s  on t h e s e  t a r g e t s  more e f f e c t i v e l y ,  provided of course t h a t  t h i s  

could be achieved without  p re jud ice  t o  t h e  li-boat warfare.  

GENERAL ARNOLD po in ted  o u t  t h a t  t h e  P l o e s t i  f ields--which were 
roughly e q u i d i s t a n t  from S i c i l y ,  Benghazi, Cdiro,  andAleppo--were within 

range of t h e  6-24 w i t h  a load  of  4,000 pounds of bombs OT under. 

SIR CHARLES PORTAL pointed out  t h a t  one o f t h e c h i e f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

was g e t t i n g  thenecessa ry  meteorological  information,  without which long- .  

d i s t a n c e  a t t a c k s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  were u n l i k e l y  t o  be s u c c e s s f u l .  I t  w a s  
becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n  information from s e c r e t  r a d i o  

s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Balkans owing t o  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Gestapo. 

A I R  V I C E  MARSHAL INGLIS confirmed t h a t  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  v i e w  t h e  

Rumanian o i l  supp l i e s  were v i t a l  t o  Germany. Her s tocks  were so low t h a t  

she  depended on Rumanian o i l  for  about t h i r t y - t h r e e  percent  of  her  t o t a l  

need. 

GENERAL SOMERVELL s a i d  t h a t  t h e l a t e s t  American estimate was l e s s  
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o p t i m i s t i c  about the shortage of o i l  i n  \Germany than the B r i t i s h .  I t  was 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Germany would have a s u r p l u s  of  ahoirt 40,000,000 b a r r e l s  
a t  t h e  end of 1943 i n s t e a d  of t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0 , O U O  b a r r e l s  which she  had a t  

t h e  end of  1912, owing t o  the  opening up of  new sources  i n  Ilungary and 

e l sewhere .  It  was, t h e r e f o r e ,  c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  even i f  the whole of the 

Rumanian product ion were knocked out  ea r ly  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  she  would s t i l l  
have enough f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  1914.  The re  were two t e t r a e t h y l  l ead  

f a c t o r i e s  however,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  w h i c h  would h a m s t r i n g  l ie  nro
duc t ion  of German a v i a t i o n  f u e l .  

SIR CHARLES WRTAL suggested t h a t  t h i s  l a t e s t  4merican information 
s h o u l d  be immediately g iven  t o  the  B r i t i s h  i n t e l l i g e n c e  S t a f f s  w i t h  a 

view t o  the  product ion of an agreeii e s t i m a t e .  

GENERAL MARSHALL emphasized t h e  impor tance  of making g r e a t  
e f f o r t s  a g a i n s t  German o i l  if we could be s u r e  t h a t  i t  formed a r e a l l y  

c r i t i c a l  t a r g e t .  U .  S. a i r c r a f t  i n  the  Southwest P a c i f i c  were bombing 

t a r g e t s  a t  a g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e  from t h e i r  base  t h a n  Humania from the 

p r e s e n t  bases  a v a i l a b l e .  We might have t o  w a i t  a long  time be fo re  the  

Turkish bases  could be used. 

SIR CHARLES PORTAL s a i d  t h a t  we must be s u r e  our bombing would 

be r e a l l y  e f f e c t i v e .  The va lue  of a t t a c k s  on German o i l  had t o  be balanced 

a g a i n s t  t h e  needs of HUSKY, fo r  which we should t r y  t o  cause t h e  maxi

m u m  loss  t o  the German air f o r c e s  i n  the Mediterranean du r ing  the coming 

months Only by t h i s  means cou ld  we hope t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a i r  
s u p e r i o r i t y  on which depended t h e  success  of  the opera t ion  

After  some d i scuss ion ,  

THE COMMITTEE: 
(a) Took note  t h a t  the  Axis o i l  s i t u a t i o n  is  s o  r e s t r i c t e d  t h a t  

i t  i s  d e c i d e d l y  advantageous  t h a t  bombing a t t a c k s  on t h e  
sources  of Axis oil--namely, the Rumanian o i l f i e l d s  and o i l  

t r a f f i c  v i a  t h e  Danube, and the  s y n t h e t i c  and producer  gas  
p l a n t s  i n  Germany--be under taken  as soon as o t h e r  commit

ments allow. 

(b) D i r e c t e d  the  Combined I n t e l l i g e n c e  Committee t o  submit  a s  

e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n  a g r e e d  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  A x i s  o i l  
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